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READING FROM BELOW 

FROM THE BOARD PRESIDENT AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Welcome to the 2017 DART Clergy Conference 
The DART Clergy Conference is a gathering of brothers and sisters who convene to 
challenge, develop and sharpen one another to do the work of justice. Through our 
scripture studies, we will strengthen our ability to read from below – identifying with the 
least of these… those in pain and those victimized by institutional injustice. This 
conference may cause tension, may cause some discomfort and I trust will stir us to do 
justice despite the discomfort and tension. This is an opportunity for us to strengthen 
our resolve counter to pharaoh’s narrative of scarcity, despair, and fear, and establish 
God’s narrative of abundance, hope and love. 

In his Letter from a Birmingham Jail, Dr. Martin Luther King said, “Nonviolent direct 
action seeks to create such a crisis and establish such creative tension that a community 

that has constantly refused to negotiate is forced to confront the issue… I must confess that I am not afraid of the 
word ‘tension’… there is a type of constructive tension that is necessary for growth… The purpose of direct action 
is to create a situation so crisis-packed that it will inevitably open the door to negotiation.” 

We need to do justice as congregations together. The power of organized people is our strength. Justice asks, ‘why 
do these conditions exist in our community?’ Justice seeks to solve community problems and conditions for the 
common good. Justice looks for best practices and solutions to community conditions through research. Justice will 
speak truth to power. Justice will speak for the least of these. Justice will confront the status quo and public policy. 
Justice will confront longstanding public practices. 

Some say justice is hard work. We say justice is God’s work. Apostle La Fayette Scales 
DART Board President 

Sisters and Brothers, 

In his book, Strength to Love (1963), Dr. Martin Luther King wrote, “If the 
church does not recapture its prophetic zeal, it will become an irrelevant social 
club without moral or spiritual authority. If the church does not participate 
actively in the struggle for peace and for economic and racial justice, it will forfeit 
the loyalty of millions and cause men everywhere to say that it has atrophied its 
will.” 

More than 50 years later, this challenge is our challenge. We have created a 
framework for congregations to recapture the prophetic zeal. Through listening, 
research, and investment drive, thousands are holding officials accountable, i.e. doing the work of the prophets. If 
we are consistent and persistent in applying that framework, we may recapture the loyalty of those who are fed up 
with “social clubs”. 

The DART Clergy Conference is a centerpiece for that effort. Clergy lead congregations. And as clergy learn to “read 
from below”, they demonstrate God’s stance in the world. Through Moses, God sided with the Hebrews in slavery 
and accompanied them in the wilderness. Through the prophets, God held the Kings accountable for the fair 
treatment of all people. Through Jesus, God sided with the Galilean peasants in first century Judea. And so on.  

This is an exciting journey. This is a dangerous journey. Thanks be to God for this journey. 
Rev. John Aeschbury 

DART Executive Director 

1



READING FROM BELOW 

The DART Credo 
The purpose of this document is to outline four core values that unite the organizers, clergy, and leaders 

working to build congregation-based Justice Ministries throughout the DART network. 

We believe in the biblical story of justice. The biblical story offers abundance, love, hope, promise, and 
community. In this story, loving God and your neighbor as yourself gives life meaning (Leviticus 19:18 
and Luke 10:27). We believe that fighting for justice is fundamental to our identity as people of faith (Micah 
6:8 and Matthew 23:23-24). 

We stand over and against the “cult of money”. The cult of money uses consumer culture to promote 
stories of scarcity, hate, fear, despair, and "me-ism". In opposition to the biblical story, meaning comes 
from accumulating more and better "things", i.e. greed.  

We need the power of organized people to win justice (Nehemiah 5). Through direct action, organized 
people from a cross-section of faith traditions publicly hold decision-makers accountable on justice issues 
that affect their communities. We cultivate relationships with people who share the values of abundance, 
love, hope and promise. We support one another in this struggle for justice. 

We embrace high standards and rigorous accountability because our task is so important. Those who 
build the power of organized people are recognized and promoted at all levels in the network. Leaders and 
staff conduct evaluations to achieve understanding, not to assign blame. Each of us celebrates when another 
succeeds. We embrace pragmatic, not dogmatic solutions. We are in this work for the long haul. 

This statement was adopted at the March 2014 of the DART Board of Directors. 
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READING FROM BELOW 

Rev. Raymond Pickett featured on Wednesday afternoon and Thursday morning. 

Raymond Pickett, professor of New Testament, has been on the faculty 
of the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago (LSTC) since 2009. 
After his ordination in 1989, Pickett served Bethany Lutheran Church in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma for five years, and then Peace Lutheran Church in Manhattan, 
Kansas, for three years. He went to LSTC after teaching for twelve years at the 
Lutheran Seminary Program in the Southwest. 
Pickett received his Ph.D. in New Testament from the University of Sheffield. 
In addition to several articles and book reviews, he is the author of The Cross 
in Corinth: The Social Significance of the Death of Jesus and is a contributor to 
the multi-volume Fortress series entitled A Peoples' History of Christianity, 
published in November of 2005. He also did the new SELECT DVD New 
Testament Introduction course with two other seminary professors. He 

frequently takes study groups to archeological sites in Greece, Turkey and Rome. 

Published Works 
“‘You Cannot Serve God and Mammon’: Economic Relations and Human Flourishing in Luke,” Dialog, March 
2013  
Review of “People of the Spirit: Exploring Luke’s View of the Church” by Graham H. Twelftree inCurrents for 
Theology and Mission Vol.39, No. 5 (October, 2012) 390-391 
“Acts Course Kit” (part of The Book of Faith Bible Study Series) Minneapolis, Minnesota, Augsburg Fortress, July 
31, 2012 
Review of “Greed as Idolatry: The Origin and Meaning of a Pauline Metaphor” by Brian Rosner inCurrents in 
Theology and Mission Vol. 38, No. 4 (August, 2011) 290 – 291. 
Review of “First Corinthians: A New Translation with Introduction and Commentary” by Joseph Fitzmeyer 
in Currents in Theology and Mission Vol. 38, No 2 (April, 2011) 153. 
“Changing the Landscape of New Testament Studies: Essays in Honor of David M. Rhoads,” Currents in Theology 
& Mission, vol. 37, no. 4 (August, 2010) 274-275 (Co-author with Kathleen Billman). 
"Reading Luke in the Context of the Roman Empire", introduction to Luke and Empire, ed. David Esterline and 
David Rhoads. Eugene: Wipf and Stock, forthcoming. 
"Luke as Counter-Narrative: The Gospel as Social Vision and Practice." Currents in Theology and Mission 
(December 2009). 
"Conflicts at Corinth" in Christian Origins: A Peoples' History of Christianity, Vol. 1. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 
2005. 
"Following Jesus in Galilee: Resurrection as Empowerment in the Gospel of Mark." Currents in Theology and 
Mission (December 2005). 
The Cross in Corinth: The Social Significance of the Death of Jesus. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1997. 

"The Death of Jesus as Divine Patronage in Romans 5:1-11" in the SBL Seminar Papers.  Atlanta: Scholars 
Press, 1993. 

2017 KEYNOTE SPEAKER

3



READING FROM BELOW 

Rev. William H. Lamar IV featured on Thursday morning 

William H. Lamar IV is pastor of Metropolitan African Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Washington, District of Columbia.  
Formerly, he was managing director of Leadership Education at 
Duke University Divinity School in Durham, North Carolina.  Lamar 
has served congregations in Hyattsville, Maryland; Monticello, 
Florida; Orlando, Florida; and Jacksonville, Florida.  Through his 
association with Duke, Lamar convened and resourced executive 
pastors of large churches, denominational finance executives, 
young denominational leaders, Methodist bishops, and the 

constituency of Lilly Endowment’s Sustaining Pastoral Excellence Program. 

William H. Lamar IV was ordained an itinerant elder in 2000 at the Florida Annual Conference of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church. He graduated magna cum laude from Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University, 
earning a degree in public management with a minor in philosophy and religion and a certificate in human resource 
management. Lamar earned the master of divinity degree from Duke University Divinity School in Durham, North 
Carolina, in 1999.  He has published articles in the Washington Post, Christian Century, The Anvil, The Christian 
Recorder, The Afro-American Newspaper, Divinity Magazine, Faithandleadership.com, Theundefeated.com, and 
the Huffington Post.  He has been featured on The Takeaway and the Huffington Post Live. 

Lamar is a Ph.D. candidate in African-American preaching and sacred rhetoric at Christian Theological Seminary 
in Indianapolis, Indiana. This doctoral program is directed by Frank A. Thomas, Ph.D. 

William is honored to serve and to extend the ancestral legacy of worship, liberation, and service that has animated 
Metropolitan African Methodist Episcopal Church for nearly two centuries. 

2017 KEYNOTE SPEAKER
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READING FROM BELOW 

Gather in Crystal Ballroom: the Main Room 
Wednesday, February 8, 2017 

Chaired by Apostle La Fayette Scales, DART Board President 

12:30 Conference Sign-in & Materials 

2:00 Call to Order, Welcome, & Overview of the Conference Apostle La Fayette Scales 
BREAD – Columbus, OH 

2:15 Opening Devotions: We believe in the Biblical Story of Justice! PEACE (Polk Co.) Clergy 

2:25 Relationship-Building Through One-on-Ones Rev. Chris Battle 
Justice Knox – Knoxville, TN 

Discussion Question: What in your community stirs your righteous anger? 

2:40 Introduction of Dr. Pickett Rev. Ron Luckey, DART Board Vice President 
BUILD – Lexington, KY 

READING FROM BELOW, PART I 
Dr. Ray Pickett 

Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago 

2:45 Introduction to Reading from Below and Text #1 Dr. Pickett 

3:00 Facilitated Study at Your Table, Text #1 
Matthew 2:13 – 23 Massacre of the Innocents 

3:30 Summary and Introduction to Text #2 Dr. Pickett 

3:35 Facilitated Study at Your Table, Text #2 
 Matthew 17: 1 – 9 Transfiguration 

4:05 Summary Dr. Pickett 

4:10 BREAK 

4:25 Issue Panel I: Reading Our Issues from Below 
Rev. Brenda Summerset, RISC – Richmond, VA Reading in public schools 
Rev. Kathy Williams, Justice Matters – Lawrence, KS Mental health 
Rev. Adam Jones, BUILD – Lexington, KY Affordable housing 

Reading from Below, Part II 

4:45 Introduction to Text Study #3 Dr. Pickett 

4:50 Facilitated Study at Your Table, Text #3 
Matthew 4:1 – 11 Testing of Jesus 

5:20 Summary and Overview of Texts for Tomorrow Dr. Pickett 

5:30 Closing Remarks and Prayer Rev. Amariah McIntosh 
CAJE – Evansville, IN 
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READING FROM BELOW 

THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW IN ANCIENT & CONTEMPORARY CONTEXTS 

Reading Matthew from Below 
• Reading the Bible from below means to read from the perspective of the outcast, the powerless, the

oppressed and the poor – from the perspective of those who suffer.
• It entails paying attention to their social and material conditions and asking questions about the

structural causes of oppression.
• It posits that the power of the Spirit was active through Jesus to transform the world, and that same

Spirit works through his followers to effect change

The Imperial Context of Matthew 
• We are conditioned to see Jesus as a religious figure concerned primarily with “spiritual” matters. In

the Gospels Jesus is depicted as a prophet leading a renewal movement within Judaism that begins in
the villages of Galilee, and then goes to the capital city of Jerusalem where he does an action in the
Temple that leads to his arrest and execution as an enemy of the Roman order.

• The context of Jesus’ proclamation and enactment of God’s “kingdom” was set in contrast to the
“kingdom of Antipas” who was a client ruler of Rome. Herod extracted resources and exploited labor
in Galilee for two purposes: 1) pay his Roman benefactors and 2) to develop neighboring cities that
mostly benefited a handful of elites who controlled most of the resources.

• A crisis of debt and dispossession was caused by paying taxes to the Roman Empire and the Jerusalem
Temple, another layer of tribute to the Herodian aristocracy.

• Not only has Rome appointed governmental rulers but also the high priests of the Temple. Through
these appointments, Roman imperial ideology had infiltrated the ranks of the Jerusalem aristocracy.
These Jerusalem aristocrats presided over a long-standing situation of economic distress that
eventually resulted in the Jewish wars and the destruction of Jerusalem.

• Just as Jesus’ Galilean ministry was oriented to people on the margins, Matthew is addressed to a
marginal community of mostly Jewish followers of Jesus who are empowered to enact an alternative
narrative to that of the empire.

• Crucifixion was a powerful tool used by Roman authorities to intimidate political challenges and squash
rebellion. It conveyed the core idea that Rome is all-powerful.

Key Themes in Matthew 
• Matthew contests the claims of imperial theology that assert the empire and emperor to represent the

gods’ sovereignty, will, and blessing on earth (the prayer that Jesus teaches his disciples in Matt. 6:9-
15 acclaims God alone as sovereign who provides for God’s people).

• Jesus is presented as God’s agent chosen to manifest sovereignty, presence, divine will, and blessing
for human well-being who engenders the agency of his followers.

• Jesus is depicted as a new Moses who gives the authoritative interpretation of Torah (which means
instruction) for how to live according to God’s purpose for creation.

• Moses was God’s agent to liberate the Hebrews from slavery to Egypt. As a new Moses, Jesus was to
be God’s agent for liberation from the Roman Empire.

• Matthew organizes the narrative around the theme of “justice.” The Greek word for justice is
dikaiosunē and is usually translated as “righteousness.” The term appears in Matthew more than any
other Gospel (3:15; 5:6, 10, 20; 6:1, 33; 21:32) and is a covenantal or relational term. It is not so much
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   READING FROM BELOW 

about individual righteousness as it is about God making the world “right” or just through those who 
follow Jesus. 

• The Sermon on the Mount is the interpretive key for the entire Gospel. Every passage should be 
interpreted in the light of the practical wisdom that serves as a through line to the subversive wisdom 
of this compendium of Jesus’ teaching, which serves as a charter of sorts or “constitution” for an 
alternative community characterized by justice, meekness, mercy and peacemaking (Beatitudes in 
Matt. 5:1-12). 

• Matthew more than any other Gospel emphasizes judgment. The climatic scene of the judgment of the 
nations in Matthew 25:31-46 indicates that people will be judged according to how they treat the most 
vulnerable members of society. Although judgment texts have often been used by some to manipulate 
through fear, their purpose is to foster a sense of accountability; what you do in this life matters. 
Judgment is the flip side of justice. There can be no justice without accountability. 

• The resurrection of Jesus signals the sovereign power of the Creator of life over death (Rome is not all 
powerful). Resurrection is the inauguration of the messianic politics of the new age. It also signals God’s 
judgment of the empire and its acolytes which executed Jesus, and the vindication of his messianic 
mission which now lives on in the communities that follow him.  

 
The Jewish Context of Matthew 
• Matthew is a Jewish Gospel written for a mixed community of mostly Jewish and some Gentile 

followers of Jesus who seek to embody God’s justice as revealed in Jesus’ words and deed: “Seek first 
the kingdom of God and God’s justice and all these things will be given to you as well.” (Matt. 6:33) 

• Jesus’ messianic mission and identity grows out of Jewish hopes for God’s reign taking root upon the 
earth. 

    QUESTION: How do we go about making God’s kingdom and justice our priority in our time? 
 
• Matthew is written 10-20 years after the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in 70 CE. The story 

of Jesus is narrated in response to that crisis and Jesus is depicted as the messiah who opens the way 
to a new future for the people of God by revealing God’s purposes in word and deed. (see Matt. 24 
where Jesus predicts the destruction of Jerusalem) 

QUESTION: What are the socio-political crises to which we need to respond, and how do they shape 
how we read the Gospel of Matthew in our own context? 

 
• The Gospel of Matthew reflects a conflict with other Jewish groups who have a different idea about the 

future of Judaism, namely firming up the boundaries through a stricter interpretation of Torah. This is 
in contrast to Jesus’ interpretation of Torah:  

 “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you  
 rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart,  
 and you will find rest for your souls.” (Matt. 11:28) 

 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint, dill, and cummin,  
 and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith. It is  
 these you ought to have practiced without neglecting the others.” (Matt. 23:23) 
 

QUESTION: What are the values that currently drive our social/religious world, and where do 
you see them in conflict with Jesus’ proclamation and enactment of God’s kingdom? 
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READING FROM BELOW 

Text Study Scriptures & Discussion Questions 
Wednesday, February 8 

Reading from Below, Part I 

Text #1 3:00 – 3:30 PM Wednesday 
Church Year Text Topic 

Christmas 1 Matthew 2:13-23 massacre of the innocents 
13Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get 
up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod 
is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14Then Joseph got up, took the child and his 
mother by night, and went to Egypt, 15and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to 
fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my 
son.” 
16When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent 
and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according 
to the time that he had learned from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what had been spoken 
through the prophet Jeremiah: 18“A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, 
Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 
19When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and 
said, 20“Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were 
seeking the child’s life are dead.” 21Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went 
to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his 
father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to 
the district of Galilee. 23There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had 
been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.” 

Key Points: 
1) Setting of danger: Roman rule ran through Herod, who massacred many "innocents"
2) Matthew ties the story of Jesus to Israel under Pharaoh's rule in Egypt and Babylonian rule in exile

(Ramah) to evoke the suffering of the people
3) "Out of Egypt I have called my son" (Hosea 11:1) refers Israel as God's child – Jesus represents

Israel and models faithfulness to God

Discussion Questions: 
1) Who are the “innocents” or most vulnerable people in our community?
2) What are the causes of danger and suffering in our own contexts?
3) The passage speaks three times of fulfillment of what was spoken by the prophets who

heard the cries of the people. What are some ways God responds to those cries through
us?

4) What is the good news for the poor in this passage?
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   READING FROM BELOW 

Text Study Scriptures & Discussion Questions 
Wednesday, February 8 

 
Reading from Below, Part I 

 
Text #2 3:35 – 4:05 PM Wednesday 
Church Year Text Topic 

Transfiguration Matthew 17:1-9 transfiguration 

1Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a 
high mountain, by themselves. 2And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like 
the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white. 3Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and 
Elijah, talking with him. 4Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, 
I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5While he was 
still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, 
“This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” 6When the disciples 
heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. 7But Jesus came and touched 
them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” 8And when they looked up, they saw no one except 
Jesus himself alone. 9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no 
one about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 

Key Points: 
1) Transfiguration occurs after Jesus predicts his impending suffering, execution and resurrection, and 

explains its implications for his disciples: "let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me (Matt 16:24) 

2) Jesus in conversation with Moses and Elijah - two prophets who spoke with God on Mt. Sinai and 
challenged dangerous rulers (Ex 24; 1 Kgs 19) 

3) Transfiguration reveals the radiance/dignity of a marginal Galilean prophet engaged in a struggle for 
restoration (Elijah) and covenant renewal (Moses) in the face of powers of domination that seek to 
destroy him 

4) The hidden Divine presence speaks: “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; 
listen to him!” 

 
Discussion Questions: 
1) What is the significance of this foreshadowing of Jesus' glory in the face of his impending 

suffering and death for his disciples, including us? 
2) How might this revelation of glory in the face of danger and suffering inspire and 

transfigure us? 
3) Jesus embraced the prophetic task before him despite powerful Roman intimidation. What 

does it mean, practically speaking, for us to "Listen to him"? 
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READING FROM BELOW 

Text Study Scriptures & Discussion Questions 
Wednesday, February 8 

Reading from Below, Part II 

Text #3 4:50 – 5:20 PM Wednesday 
Church Year Text Topic 

Lent 1 Matthew 4:1-11 testing of Jesus 

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2He fasted 
forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 3The tempter came and said to 
him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4But he 
answered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from 
the mouth of God.’” 5Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of 
the temple, 6saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, ‘He 
will command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you 
will not dash your foot against a stone.’” 7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the 
Lord your God to the test.’” 8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him 
all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor; 9and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if 
you will fall down and worship me.” 10Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written, 
‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’” 11Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels 
came and waited on him. 

Key Points: 
1) "every word that comes from the mouth of God": Jesus' testing in the wilderness is a reenactment of

God's testing of Israel in the wilderness, with Jesus representing Israel and modeling faithfulness to
God's will or "Word" in contrast to Israel's transgression of God's ways.

2) "Do not put the Lord your God to the test”: In contrast to Israel's rebellious complaint in the
wilderness, Jesus rejects the devil's misrepresentation of a God who guarantees our protection and
endorses self-importance and instead seeks God's kingdom and justice (6:33).

3) "All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me": The devil claims to control all the "all
the kingdoms of the world ", which includes the Roman Empire responsible for the structural
violence Jesus will confront in his messianic mission. “Structural violence” refers to the physical,
psychological and spiritual harm that certain groups of people experience as a result unequal
distribution of power and privilege.

Discussion Questions: 
1) How is our faithfulness being tested in these times?
2) What would faithfulness to God's reign look like in our context?
3) What are the connections between idolatry, trusting in false gods, and structural violence

in our society? And how do we collectively resist?
4) What specific examples would you use in a sermon to illustrate the three issues raised in

question #3?
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READING FROM BELOW 

Thursday Morning, February 9, 2017 
Chaired by Fr. John Tapp, DART Board Treasurer 

8:45 Call to Order & Overview of the Morning Fr. Joh Tapp 
HOPE – Hillsborough Co., FL 

8:50 Morning Devotions: We stand over and against the cult of money! Topeka JUMP Clergy 

Reading from Below, Part III 

9:00 Introduction to Text #4 Dr. Ray Pickett 

9:05 Facilitated Study at Your Table, Text #4 
 Matthew 6:24 – 34 You cannot serve God and mammon 

9:35 Summary and Introduction of Text Study #5 Dr. Pickett 

9:40 Facilitated Study at Your Table, Text #5 
Matthew 27:11 – 26 Jesus before Pilate 

10:10 Foundations for Reading from Below Dr. Pickett 

10:30 Testimony: Text Study in Your Organization Fr. Dan Noll 
BUILD – Lexington, KY 

10:35  BREAK 

10:50 Issue Panel II: Reading Our Issues From Below 
Rev. James Proctor, ICARE – Jacksonville, FL Restorative justice 
Min. Jerod Frazier, CAJM – Charleston, SC School-based arrests 
Fr. Chris Hoffmann, FAITH – Volusia County, FL Florida Statewide 

Collaborative: youth arrests 

11:10 Introduction of Rev. William Lamar Rev. Tann Moss 
ICARE – Jacksonville, FL 

Keynote Address 
Rev. William H. Lamar IV 

Pastor, Metropolitan AME Church 
Former DART Board Member 

11:55 Remarks and Lunch Instructions Holly Holcombe, DART 
Associate Director 

12:00 Prayer over our food Rev. Lamar 
LUNCH BUFFET in the Main Room 

12:15 Special Luncheon for AME Clergy in Chambers 
facilitated by Rev. William H. Lamar IV, Rev. Tann Moss, and Rev. Ronnie Clark 
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READING FROM BELOW 

Text Study Scriptures & Discussion Questions 
Thursday, February 9 

Reading from Below, Part III 

Text #4 9:05 – 9:35 AM Thursday 
Church Year Text Topic 

Epiphany 8 Matthew 6:24 – 34 no one can serve two masters 

“No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth (mammon).  
   “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or 
about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 
Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly 
Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And can any of you by worrying add a 
single hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the 
field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was 
not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and 
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith?  Therefore, 
do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ For it is 
the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you 
need all these things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and God's justice, and all these 
things will be given to you as well.  
   “So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is 
enough for today. 

Key Points: 
1) "You cannot serve God and mammon" - Those who trust and serve God prioritize a relational and

interdependent approach to life, while "mammon" is associated with the idolatry rooted in the desire
to secure the self through material or economic means.

2) Jesus contrasts commodity with creation. Commodification of life produces competition and anxiety
rather than communion with God and fellow creatures.

3) "the Gentiles who strive for all these things" (6:32) - insatiable desire for material possessions to
bolster a life of self-reliance and self-aggrandizement leading to alienation.

4) "But strive first for the kingdom of God and God's justice, and all these things will be given to you as
well" (6:33) - material possessions used to improve the quality of our common life leading communal
solidarity and a sense of belonging.

5) There is a proper striving for God's kingdom that defies the commodification of creation.

Discussion Questions: 
1) Where do we see the tension between the religion of Creation and the religion of empire in

our society and in our lives?
2) What cultural messages and images shape what we desire and strive for? How do they

impede or diminish the quality of our common life?
3) What is the purpose of wealth? How should it be used to work for God's kingdom and

justice?
4) What are the obstacles that get in the way of your congregation hearing Jesus’ words

regarding wealth?

15



   READING FROM BELOW 

Text Study Scriptures & Discussion Questions 
Thursday, February 9 

 
Reading from Below, Part III 

 
Text #5 9:40 – 10:10 AM Thursday 

Church Year Text Topic 

Lent 6 Matthew 27:11-54 Jesus before Pilate 

11Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the 
Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” 12But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he 
did not answer. 13Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many accusations they make 
against you?” 14But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was 
greatly amazed. 15Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the 
crowd, anyone whom they wanted. 16At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus 
Barabbas. 17So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for 
you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 18For he realized that it was out of 
jealousy that they had handed him over. 19While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent 
word to him, “Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal 
because of a dream about him.” 20Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask 
for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. 21The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you 
want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22Pilate said to them, “Then what should I 
do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be crucified!” 23Then he asked, 
“Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!” 24So when 
Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took some water and 
washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 
25Then the people as a whole answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” 

Key Points: 
1) "From above": Jesus' trial and execution seen as ordained by God to redeem humanity 
2) "From below": Jesus' trial and execution are seen as a manipulation of the people and a miscarriage 

of justice 
3) Pilate and aristocracy alike use the crowd against Jesus to reduce the public visibility of their interests 

and responsibility 
4) Pilate represents Roman domination or "power over" which operates by manipulation and control  
5) "Power over" is seen as a possession - something you can have and get for yourself - and plays out 

in a zero-sum game and enjoys only provisional status 
6) Jesus embodies a "power with" or synergy that is the opposite coercion and domination - this is the 

power to act in concert - rather than a possession it is a process one engages in 
7) Jesus' trial is a conspiracy of evasion in which those with the most authority put it to use by denying 

or veiling their power 
8) The conspiracy characterizes governing authorities as able to manipulate public perceptions and 

acceptance of idea 
9) The governor recognizes the danger that Jesus represents and accomplishes what Roman authority 

requires 

Discussion Questions: 
1) What impedes us from seeing Jesus' trial and execution as a miscarriage of justice brought 

about by manipulation and coercion? 
2) What are some examples of "power with," exemplified by Jesus overcoming the power of 

domination (exemplified by the empire)? 
3) What is the good news in this passage? What is this text inspiring us to do? 
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READING FROM BELOW 

Thursday Afternoon, February 9, 2017 
Chaired by Rev. Kammy Young, DART Board 

1:30 Call to Order and Overview of the Afternoon Rev. Kammy Young 
Knoxville, TN 

Building Justice Ministry Culture 
1:35 Building a Sense of Urgency Rev. Ron Luckey, DART Board Vice President 

BUILD – Lexington, KY 

1:55 Testimonies: Identifying Complacency / Replacing it with Urgency 
Rev. Ralph Hodge, RISC – Richmond, VA 
Rev. Kathy Walters, FAST – Pinellas County, FL 
Apostle Scales, BREAD – Columbus, OH 

2:15 Breakout Group Instructions Rev. Luckey 

2:20 Travel to Your Breakout Group 

2:30 Building Justice Ministry Culture Breakout Group Discussions 
See discussion questions on the next page. 

Group Numbers & Locations:
1. Chambers
2. Crystal Salon A
3. Crystal Salon B
4. Waldorf
5. Main Room
6. Barron
7. Conference Host Office

8. Mobley
9. Dogwood
10. Amphitheatre
11. Main Room
12. Conrad
13. Main Room

4:00 Dismiss with Prayer in Your Group 

2017 DART Awards Banquet 
Masters of Ceremony:  

Rev. Joseph Owens, DART Board Secretary 
Fr. John List, BUILD – Lexington, KY 

6:45 Gathering 
7:00 Call to Order, Welcome & Occasion Rev. Owens, BUILD 

Fr. List, BUILD 

7:10 Devotions / Blessing CAJE Clergy – Evansville, IN  

7:15 DINNER 

7:45 State of the Network Address Apostle La Fayette Scales, DART Board President 
Rev. John Aeschbury, DART Executive Director 

8:05 DART Awards  Rev. Owens & Fr. List 

Remarks  Nehemiah Cup Winners & Pace Setters 

8:15 Closing Song & Prayer CAJE Clergy 

8:20 Adjournment Rev. Owens & Fr. List 
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READING FROM BELOW 

“When we talk about complacency, we’re not talking about laziness or not caring. Complacent 
people are pleased with the status quo… 

The battle that [congregations] must constantly fight is the battle to replace a sense of 
complacency in the members of the [congregations] with a sense of urgency.” 

Discussion Questions (please jot down your answers below): 
A. What signs of complacency do you see in your Justice Ministry?

B. What is at stake for your congregation and your ministry if you do not build a powerful
Justice Ministry?

What is at stake for your community if you do not build a powerful Justice Ministry? 

5 Common Sources of Complacency 
I. Hidden Crises
II. Outward Visible Signs of Success
III. Low Standards for “Justice Ministry” 
IV. Focus on Narrow Maintenance Goals
V. Human Capacity for Denial (Happy Talk) 

C. What are the greatest sources of complacency in your congregation’s justice ministry?

D. Within those sources, what are 1 – 2 steps you will take to replace complacency with
“urgency”?

E. What steps will you take to engage your justice ministry team in building that urgency?

What support will you need from your organizer to ensure you take these steps? 

F. What is one step you will take next week to raise the urgency level of your justice ministry?

Building Justice Ministry Culture Breakout Group Discussion 
Identifying Complacency / Replacing it with Urgency 
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READING FROM BELOW 

Friday, February 10, 2017 
Chaired by Rev. Nelson B. Rivers III, DART Board 

9:00 Call to Order, Opening Prayer, and Overview of the Day Rev. Nelson B. Rivers III 
CAJM – Charleston, SC 

9:05 Making Justice Ministry a Habit: 
The Urgency to Create GNATs (Great Networks All the Time) Rev. Willie McClendon 

Fr. Tom Anastasia 
FAST – Pinellas County, FL 

9:25 Travel to Your Organizational Caucus 

9:30 Organizational Caucuses Your caucus location will be posted. 
Key Points: 

I. What during the conference resonated with you most? Why?
II. Review commitments and steps to create a sense of urgency in your justice ministry.

III. What habits will you adopt to create more GNATs in your congregation?
IV. What would it look like in our organization to have a regular text study?

10:30 BREAK 
Travel to the Main Room 

Sermon Blitz 
Sermons after a Text Study 

10:45 Introduction of Preachers Rev. Rivers 

10:50 Rev. Richard Gaines, BUILD – Lexington, KY 
11:05 Matthew 2:13 – 23 Rev. Randy Weinkauf, Justice Matters – Lawrence, KS 
11:20 Matthew 4:1 – 11 Rev. Ronnie Clark, PEACE – Polk County, FL 

11:35 Closing Charge and Commissioning Service FAST Clergy – Pinellas County, FL 
We embrace high standards and rigorous accountability because our task is so important! 

Conference Adjournment Rev. Robert Ward, FAST 

Join us next year for the DART Clergy Conference on February 7 – 9, 2018, 
at the Hilton Orlando/Altamonte Springs! 
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READING FROM BELOW 
DART Headquarters 

9401 Biscayne Blvd., Ste. 215-216 
Miami Shores, FL 33138 

ph. (305) 576-8020 

The DART Organizer’s Institute 
382 East Elizabeth Street 
Harrisonburg, VA 33802 

ph. (202) 841-0353 

DART NETWORK AFFILIATES 2017 
BOLD Justice:  Broward Organized Leaders Doing Justice 

c/o First Lutheran Church 
441 NE 3rd Avenue Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33301
T (954) 463-2322 Eboldjustice1@gmail.com 

BREAD: Building Responsibility, Equality and Dignity 
404 S. Third Street Columbus, OH 43215 
T (614) 220-9363      F (614) 220- 9428 E robtsw@gmail.com 

BUILD: Building a United Interfaith Lexington through Direct-Action 
PO BOX 21874  Lexington, KY 40522-1874 
T (859) 367-0152  F (859) 389-9755  E build_organizer@yahoo.com 

CMJM: Central Midlands Justice Ministry 
c/o Reid Chapel AME Church Columbia, SC 29205 E kayla@thedartcenter.org 
T (320) 219-2449 

CAJM: Charleston Area Justice Ministry 
PO Box 71416 Charleston, SC 29415 E treva@thedartcenter.org 
T (620) 704-1062  

CAJE: Congregations Acting for Justice and Empowerment 
713 North Second Avenue Evansville, IN  47710 
T (812) 425-8144 F (812) 425-8211  E info@greaterevansvillecaje.org 

CLOUT: Citizens of Louisville Organized & United Together 
1113 S. 4th Street, Suite 350 Louisville, KY  40203 
T (502) 583-1267 F (502) 583-9563       E CLOUT@Bellsouth.net 

FAITH: Fighting Against Injustice and Toward Harmony 
PO BOX 164  Daytona Beach, FL 32115 
T (386) 238-7060 F (386) 238-3503 Ejessica@thedartcenter.org 

FAST: Faith and Action for Strength Together 
P.O. Box 10421    St. Petersburg, FL  33733  
T (727) 823-9197 F (727) 823-9036  
(N) 1676 S. Belcher Road Clearwater, FL 33764 
T (727) 524-3303 F (727) 524-3301  E fast.pinellas@gmail.com 

HOPE: Hillsborough Organization for Progress & Equality 
5103 North Central Avenue Tampa, FL 33603 
T (813) 221 4673 E Sharon@HillsboroughHOPE.org 

ICARE: Interfaith Coalition for Action, Reconciliation and Empowerment 
2650 Park Street  Jacksonville, FL 32204 
T (904) 388-9181  F (904) 388-9625  Ekristin@thedartcenter.org 

IMPACT: Interfaith Movement Promoting Action by Congregations Together 
c/o St Paul’s Memorial Episcopal Church 
1700 University Avenue Charlottesville, VA 22903 
T (434) 220-2450  F 434 984-5831 Eimpact@impactcville.com 
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   READING FROM BELOW 
 

 
DART NETWORK AFFILIATES 2017 

 
 
Justice Knox  Justice Knox                  E justiceknox@thedartcenter.org 

T (865) 382-6622 
  
  
Justice Matters:  Justice Matters 
   PO Box 442221  Lawrence, KS 66044 
   T (785) 218-0941      Eajustlawrence@gmail.com 
 
 
LIFE:      Lee Interfaith for Empowerment 
   c/o 13411   Fort Myers, FL 33912  E life.leecounty@gmail.com 
   T (239) 210-9990    
 
 
LEAD:   Leaders for Equality & Action in Dayton 

PO Box 10772     Dayton, OH 45402 
   T (937) 252-2018  F (937) 274-5544   Eleaddayton@gmail.com 
   
 
PACT:     People Acting for Community Together 

9401 Biscayne Boulevard Miami Shores, FL  33138  W www.miamipact.org 
T (305) 572-0602  F (305) 572-0604   Emiamipact@gmail.com  

   
 
PEACE-PC:  Polk Ecumenical Action Council for Empowerment 

PO BOX 1928  Lakeland, FL  33802-1928    
T (863) 802-8757  F (863) 499-0127    Epeaceorganizer@gmail.com 

  
 
PEACE-PB:  People Engaged in Active Community Efforts 

100 N Palmway  Lake Worth, FL  33460      
T (561) 882-0403      F (561) 882-0407   Epeacepbc@gmail.com 

 
 
RISC:   Richmonders Involved in Strengthening our Communities 

 c/o Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church 
PO BOX 4931 Richmond, VA  23220    
T (757) 652-4555      Eriscorg@gmail.com 

   
 
SURE:   Sarasota United for Responsibility & Equity 
   7750 Beneva Road  Sarasota, FL 34238 

T (941) 894-2819      Esuresarasota@gmail.com 
       

 
Topeka-JUMP  Topeka Justice and Unity Ministry Project   Etopeka.jump@gmail.com  

1248 SW Buchanan  Topeka, KS66604 
T (816) 872-4957   
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READING FROM BELOW 

2017 / 18 WORKSHOP SCHEDULE 

National Conferences 
2017 Justice Ministry Conference 

July 11 – 15 Xavier University 
Cincinnati, OH 

2018 Clergy Conference 
February 7 – 9 Hilton Orlando / Altamonte Springs 

Altamonte Springs, FL 

Advanced Leaders Training Institutes (ALTIs) 
2017 Investment Drive ALTIs 

April 27 – 29 Lake Yale Baptist Conference Center 
Leesburg, FL 

May 18 – 20 Hilton Garden Inn – Airport 
Indianapolis, IN 

2017 Research-to-Action ALTIs 
October 26 – 28 Crowne Plaza – Hickory 

Hickory, NC 

November 2 – 4 Westgate Lakes Resort 
Orlando, FL 

November 16 – 18 Holiday Inn – Cincinnati Airport 
Erlanger, KY 
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